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I am very pleased to have t h i s opportunity to v i s i t Ohio State 
U n i v e r s i t y — o n e of the Nation 's great i n t e l l e c t u a l communities—an outstanding 
symbol of the unique partnership through which the State and F e d e r a l Governments 
have, over a long period and i n varying ways and degrees, worked together i n the 
establishment and support of education . 
I t i s a unique p a r t n e r s h i p , because, although d i r e c t F e d e r a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n higher education began with the M o r r i l l Land Grant Act a century ago and has 
i n the past two decades been i n t e n s i f i e d , there has been no Federal c o n t r o l of 
education . The p r i n c i p l e of State r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r education , e s t a b l i s h e d 
under the Tenth Amendment of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , has been preserved , and t h i s great 
u n i v e r s i t y exempli f ies the s u c c e s s f u l discharge of that r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
I welcomed your gracious i n v i t a t i o n to me, as Secretary of Health , 
Education , and Welfare , to address t h i s commencement audience, not only because 
of the pleasant a s s o c i a t i o n s which are renewed by a v i s i t here but because I 
consider t h i s a most appropriate time and place for reviewing our present 
educational p o s i t i o n as a nation and f o r looking to the f u t u r e . 
President Kennedy gave expression to a r e c o g n i t i o n of the present and 
future c r u c i a l r o l e of education when he s a i d l a s t year i n h i s message t o the 
Congress, "Our progress as a nation can be no s w i f t e r than our progress i n 
education . Our requirements f o r world l e a d e r s h i p , our hopes f o r economic 
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growth, and the demands of c i t i z e n s h i p i t s e l f i n an era such as t h i s , a l l 
require the maximum development of every young American's c a p a c i t y . " 
We have i n recent years come to recognize more c l e a r l y the v i t a l 
r o l e of education as one of the basic s o l u t i o n s to a wide range of problems 
and chal lenges . 
Education , i n one form or another, i n e v i t a b l y assumes a prominent p l a c e , 
not only i n plana f o r space e x p l o r a t i o n but i n plans f o r s o l v i n g the problems 
of dependency, unemployment, j u v e n i l e delinquency, mental i l l n e s s and mental 
r e t a r d a t i o n , and a wide v a r i e t y of other s o c i a l , economic, and c u l t u r a l 
challenges . 
We have come to r e a l i z e that we must educate oncoming generations , not 
only f o r space-age vocations and professions but a l s o f o r space-age c i t i z e n s h i p 
i n the broadest sense. 
There has come t o us a r e a l i z a t i o n that education—once considered 
p r i i a a r i l y a personal i n t e r e s t — h a s , i n t h i s space age, become a c r u c i a l matter 
of the n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . 
H. G. Wel ls observed, more p r o p h e t i c a l l y then he perhaps knew, s h o r t l y 
a f t e r World War I , t h a t " h i s t o r y becomes more and more a race between education 
and c a t a s t r o p h e . " Much has happened since then to underl ine the l i t e r a l t r u t h 
of the observat ion . 
How are we f a r i n g i n t h i s f a t e f u l race? 
How adequate a job are we doing i n preparing our young people to make 
t h e i r necessary v o c a t i o n a l or p r o f e s s i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n i n the new atomic age 
which was born under the stadium stands of a great u n i v e r s i t y such as t h i s 
j u s t 20 years ago? 
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How w e l l are we preparing our young people, not only as productive 
i n d i v i d u a l s but as c i t i z e n s and leaders o f the future? 
How e f f e c t i v e l y are we g i v i n g them an awareness of t h e i r p lace i n the 
f a m i l y of man drawn c l o s e i n a now small world? 
How w e l l are they being prepared to preserve and c a r r y forward our 
own c u l t u r e and t r a d i t i o n toward the u lt imate dest iny of our democratic s o c i e t y ? 
These are sober questions which i n recent years have come to trouble the 
conscience of r e s p o n s i b i l e c i t i z e n s throughout the l a n d . 
There are questions which you young people , at t h i s s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t 
i n your personal growth, need to ask—about yourselves and about the other 
m i l l i o n s of your generation who w i l l soon i n h e r i t the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s that 
a l l Americans share f o r the continued v i t a l i t y and safekeeping of t h i s democracy. 
Here, i n the company of some 25,000 f e l l o w students , l e d by a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
f a c u l t y of more than 2,000 teachers and s c h o l a r s , surrounded by l a b o r a t o r i e s and 
l i b r a r i e s , i t i s sometimes d i f f i c u l t to r e a l i z e j u s t how smal l an oas is o f 
knowledge t h i s campus a c t u a l l y is—how r e l a t i v e l y few of your generation have 
enjoyed the sp lendid opportunit ies o f f e r e d by t h i s and some 2,000 other i n s t i t u -
t i o n s of higher l e a r n i n g to nurture t h e i r t a l e n t s and to b r i n g them to f u l l 
f r u i t i o n . 
Under present c o n d i t i o n s , out of every 10 youngsters now i n grade s c h o o l s , 
only 2 w i l l graduate from c o l l e g e . Two more out of that 10 w i l l enter c o l l e g e 
but never f i n i s h . Three out of 10 w i l l not complete high s c h o o l . 
Some of the reasons f o r t h i s rather bleak f o r e c a s t are r e a d i l y apparent. 
I s c a r c e l y need t e l l t h i s audience that a major b a r r i e r to higher education f o r 
thousands of able students i s simply i t s high c o s t . The cost of a medical 
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education has become almost p r o h i b i t i v e f o r the majority of young people. 
Even i n our great p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , general t u i t i o n charges dtiring the 
l a s t 10 years have r i s e n by about 80 percent . In p r i v a t e c o l l e g e s they have 
more than doubled. 
This economic pinch has led to a major s h i f t i n the t r a d i t i o n a l enrollment 
r a t i o between p u b l i c and p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s . Tax-supported i n s t i t u t i o n s , with 
t h e i r lower t u i t i o n c o s t s , today are accommodating more than 60 percent o f our 
col lege students , while 10 years ago they were serving about h a l f the c o l l e g e 
populat ion . 
But your p r e s i d e n t , Dr . Fawcett, as w e l l as the head of any p r i v a t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n , w i l l be quick to t e l l you that these s i z a b l e fees f a l l f a r short 
of covering the a c t u a l cost of the i n s t r u c t i o n you have rece ived and the 
f a c i l i t i e s e s s e n t i a l f o r g i v i n g i t . These costs are met by p u b l i c and p r i v a t e 
funds—by State and l o c a l taxes , p r i v a t e g i f t s , and i n some s p e c i f i c a r e a s — 
p r i n c i p a l l y i n a g r i c u l t u r e and the sc iences—by grants from the Federal 
Government. 
We are f aced with a t r i p l e need: The need f o r expanding educat ional 
opportunity on the basis of our present p o p u l a t i o n , the need to accommodate an 
increasing p o p u l a t i o n , and the need to provide f o r an increas ing proport ion of 
high school s e n i o r s who want to continue t h e i r formal education beyond high 
school graduation . 
The Ohio State Department of Education has estimated that the number of 
high school graduates i n Ohio i n 196U w i l l be twice what i t was i n 19$!;. F u r t h e r -
more, enrollment i n Ohio c o l l e g e s i s estimated to double by 1970. The U.S. 
O f f i c e of Education has p r e d i c t e d an approximate doubling of c o l l e g e enrollment 
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f o r the Nation during the s i x t i e s , with the l a r g e s t increases i n the next 
3 academic y e a r s — t h a t i s , 1963-6U, 196U-65, and 1965-66. 
Even today, without consider ing these a d d i t i o n a l needs, we are short 
n e a r l y 130,000 classrooms. As a r e s u l t , some one-half m i l l i o n students are 
attending school i n double s h i f t s . Nearly 2 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n i n elementary 
and secondary schools are overcrowding our classrooms, a c o n d i t i o n that a f f e c t s 
the education of a l l the students who share these classrooms—about 10 m i l l i o n 
students i n a l l . 
I have been t a l k i n g about some of the q u a n t i t a t i v e dimensions of educa-
t i o n ' s needs—the p h y s i c a l capac i ty of our schools and c o l l e g e s to absorb the 
impact of our populat ion i n c r e a s e . But education i s not a l l b r i c k and mortar 
and p l a t e g l a s s . I t i s the dissemination of knowledge to questioning minds, 
and i t s e s s e n t i a l component i s good teaching . 
One of the most durable possessions of a c o l l e g e graduate i s the 
r e c o l l e c t i o n of an outstanding teacher and the e x c i t i n g experience of having 
one's mind stretched u n t i l i t f u l l y grasps a new idea and i s able to reach out 
toward other new ideas . 
The p o t e n t i a l in f luence o f a teacher i s v i r t u a l l y l i m i t l e s s . As 
Henry Adams observed, "A teacher a f f e c t s e t e r n i t y ; he can never t e l l where 
h i s i n f luence s t o p s . " 
From my own experience I can r e c a l l c e r t a i n teachers who profoundly 
i n f l u e n c e d my l i f e and my thought. Each of you here must have had a s i m i l a r 
experience . 
In s p i t e of t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n of the value of good teaching , we Americans 
have c o n s i s t e n t l y f a i l e d to accord the teaching p r o f e s s i o n the support i t deserves-
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and n e e d s — i n order to meet the demands placed upon i t -
I am i n c l i n e d to f e e l that e d u c a t i o n — i t s teachers and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s -
have on occasion been u n j u s t l y c r i t i c i z e d i n recent years f o r the shortsightedness 
of others i n f a i l i n g to provide them the means to achieve excel lence i n the 
s c h o o l s . 
The e d u c a t i o n a l process i t s e l f — t h e "how" of l e a r n i n g — h a s not been 
given adequate a t t e n t i o n , although we are i n v e s t i n g b i l l i o n s i n research and 
development o f new processes which depend u l t i m a t e l y f o r t h e i r success on equal 
advances i n education . 
A l l t h i s has been the subject of i ntens ive p u b l i c soul searching as our 
concern with the problems of education has increased . 
I t h i n k there i s l i t t l e doubt l e f t i n anyone's mind about the importance 
of education to economic growth, to the n a t i o n a l defense, and to the maintenance 
of our p o s i t i o n of l e a d e r s h i p i n the f r e e world . 
There i s l i t t l e disagreement among us about what i s needed f o r educations 
—An increase i n our p h y s i c a l establishment—more b u i l d i n g s , more classrooms. 
—Expansion of educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s so that every c i t i z e n i s able to 
make the most of h i s t a l e n t s . 
—And upgrading the q u a l i t y of e d u c a t i o n — b r i n g i n g the curr iculum and 
teaching techniques up to date with modern times . 
These b a s i c goals f o r education are c l e a r to a l l of us now. The next 
question i s how we s h a l l reach them. 
I f the S tates and l o c a l communities, which bear primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r education , could meet these needs f u l l y with t h e i r own r e s o u r c e s , there 
would be no massive problems f o r education today. 
The d i s p a r i t y of educat ional o p p o r t u n i t i e s and educat ional f a c i l i t i e s 
among the various States i s evidence that much more needs to be done i n many 
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p l a c e s . A c t u a l l y , many of the poorer States are making a f a r l a r g e r 
p r o p o r t i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h e i r income to education than some States 
which are better o f f . For these States , however, a maximum e f f o r t f o r 
education does not n e c e s s a r i l y r e s u l t i n e x c e l l e n t s c h o o l s . 
The great and growing m o b i l i t y of the American people creates another 
complicating f a c t o r . With f a m i l i e s i n c r e a s i n g l y on the move, the educat ional 
d e f i c i e n c i e s of one State as compared with another cease to be a matter of 
purely l o c a l concern. For i t i a the education they rece ived back home which 
determines whether the newcomers become productive members of t h e i r new 
communities or a f i n a n c i a l and s o c i a l burden on them. 
The whole n a t i o n a l e f f o r t to stimulate our economy, to achieve growth, 
t o strengthen our defenses , to e s t a b l i s h a s o c i e t y where i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r 
every i n d i v i d u a l to b u i l d f o r h imsel f and h is f a m i l y a good l i f e — a l l these 
are dependent to one degree or another on our progress i n education . 
The F e d e r a l Government has a stake i n these matters . With i t s vast 
resources fbr cooperative a c t i o n and i t s equal ly vast r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r the 
well-being of the Nat ion , i t cannot i n good f a i t h s i t i d l y by while the States 
struggle along unaided. Such a course would lead to catastrophe , f o r education 
w i l l lose the race i f we do not come to i t s support . 
We have not and do not propose to usurp the r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
of the S t a t e s . 
We have not and do not propose to v i o l a t e e i t h e r the s p i r i t or the 
word of the C o n s t i t u t i o n which reserves these r i g h t s to the S t a t e s . 
We have no i n t e n t i o n of e x e r c i s i n g "Federal c o n t r o l " over the separate 
State educat ional establishments . Under our democratic system of government, 
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with i t s b u i l t - i n checks and balances , the p o s s i b i l i t y of such F e d e r a l 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i s remote, indeed. 
Basic proposals f o r F e d e r a l assistance t o American education were 
defeated i n the l a s t Congress. This l e g i s l a t i v e program i s being reassessed 
and e f f o r t s to secure approval of a Federal a id to education program w i l l be 
renewed when the 88th Congress convenes next month. 
I am hopeful that the proposals presented w i l l be studied and debated 
with o b j e c t i v i t y and considered on t h e i r merits alone . I t would be a great 
d i s s e r v i c e t o our young people—and to the well-being of our s o c i e t y — i f 
progress i n education i s again thwarted by controversy over r a c i a l and r e l i g i o u s 
d i f f e r e n c e s among our people . F a i l u r e t o meet our educat ional needs w i l l dee-pen 
these cleavages and make the u lt imate r e s o l u t i o n of these d i f f e r e n c e s a l l the 
more d i f f i c u l t . 
I have been t a l k i n g about the need f o r making educational opportunity 
a v a i l a b l e . There i s another important f a c t o r , beyond the need f o r classrooms and 
teachers . 
That f a c t o r i s the personal commitment o f the student . This only you 
and those young people who w i l l f o l l o w you can p r o v i d e . Opportunity f o r an 
education can be made a v a i l a b l e to an i n d i v i d u a l , but t h i s i s only the beginning . 
From that point on i t i s a personal matter . 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, a l i t t l e more than a century ago, wrote i n h i s 
j o u r n a l , "The days come and go l i k e muffled and v e i l e d f i g u r e s sent from a 
d i s t a n t f r i e n d l y p a r t y , but they say nothing , and i f we do not use the g i f t s 
they b r i n g , they c a r r y them as s i l e n t l y away." 
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Our days b r i n g g i f t s f a r beyond anything of which Emerson could have 
dreamed. They come to us bearing the keys to the secrets of the u n i v e r s e . 
They place i n our hands the means to provide a better l i f e f o r a l l mankind. 
They o f f e r each of us , i n d i v i d u a l l y , opportunity f o r personal growth and 
achievement beyond anything dreamed of i n times p a s t . 
I f we do not use these g i f t s , the days w i l l s i l e n t l y c a r r y them away. 
The diploma you are r e c e i v i n g t h i s morning a t t e s t s to your good use of 
the g i f t s of days past . Because of t h i s , the days to come w i l l be even more 
b o u n t i f u l . Continue to use the g i f t s e a c h new day w i l l b r i n g t o y o u . 
The months and years ahead w i l l r equire more than mere competence, more 
than mere decency, more than mere acquiescence i n the p r i n c i p l e s o f freedom and 
enjoyment of t h e i r b e n e f i t s . 
You w i l l be c a l l e d upon to use a l l the power of imagination with w h i c h 
of a l l l i v i n g creatures only human beings have been endowed. 
This i s the c r e a t i v e p o w e r— t h e power t h a t enables us t o see a b e t t e r 
world . 
You w i l l be c a l l e d upon f o r t h e p e r s o n a l commitment needed to create 
t h e b e t t e r world your imagination v i s u a l i z e s . 
We have the greatest o p p o r t v n i t y h i s t o r y has ever a f f o r d e d the human 
r a c e — t h e opportunity to do something b o l d and c r e a t i v e i n shaping a new 
world , a peaceful world , i n which j u s t i c e s h a l l r e i g n and s p i r i t u a l and p h y s i c a l 
w e l l - b e i n g p r e v a i l f o r a l l mankind. 
I f we are t o achieve such a world , we must continue to f a c e the l arge 
i s s u e s of complex i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , of nuclear weapons, and of war 
n n d peace with courage and with confidence i n the knowledge t h a t these issues 
a r e manageable and t h a t we are ne i ther the captives nor the pawns of h i s t o r y . 
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We are i n a period of great change. I t i s , i n a sense, a period 
of countdown f o r the launching of a new e r a . 
May the countdown f o r tomorrow s i g n a l the release of a g l o r i o u s burst 
of human energy and an increase i n the power of the human w i l l and i n t e l l e c t , 
guided by moral and s p i r i t u a l va lues , which w i l l carry mankind to i t s true 
d e s t i n y . 
That d e s t i n y i s not the darkness of o b l i v i o n . 
I am convinced that we s h a l l n o t , i n the words of Maxwell Anderson, 
"shut out the l i g h t , c lose our minds and be l i k e a m i l l i o n c i t i e s of the past 
that came up out o f mud, worshipped darkness a l i t t l e while , and went back, 
f o r g o t t e n , i n t o darkness . " . 
May we be a n a t i o n drenched with l a s t i n g l i g h t . May our d e s t i n y be 
achieved i n the e t e r n a l l i g h t of t r u t h , wisdom, and goodness. May we r e a l i z e 
that human d e s t i n y i s the sum o f our i n d i v i d u a l d e s t i n i e s which we shape 
through our personal g o a l s . 
As you leave t h i s u n i v e r s i t y may you remember always why you were 
here , and may the enthusiasm and determination that has brought you t h i s 
f a r not d iminish but grow with the y e a r s . 
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